
 

Reception Newsletter 

Autumn 2018 

Dear Parents,  

Welcome to the very first Reception cohort of The 

Radstone Primary School!  

We hope that you enjoyed our Official Opening, thank 

you for joining us in the celebrations. We were all very 

proud of the children and their beautiful singing! 

This Newsletter will give you some key information, 

dates and learning to help us all to prepare for the term 

ahead. Further details will follow before the key events.  

The children are all settling into school very well and we 

are proud of how quickly they have adapted. Over the 

next few weeks the children will slowly be introduced to 

their timetable, and this will build up as the term 

progresses. We will, of course, keep you updated along 

the way. We will shortly be putting up a parent notice 

board, please familiarise yourself with this once it’s up. 

This will help you to see more frequent updates.  

We are really looking forward to getting to know all of 

our families and working in partnership with you to 

achieve the best start for your child.  

Dates for your diary 
 

Tuesday 25th/ Wednesday 26th September 
Parents Meetings 

Thursday 11th October 
Reception Stay and Play 8:30-9:30am  

 
Tuesday 10th December 

Reception Stay and Play 2-3pm 
 

Friday 19th October 
Harvest Festival (Parent Assembly) 9am 

Friday 16th November 

Children in Need 

Friday 7th December 
Whole School Panto Trip to see Peter Pan 
at the Royal and Derngate, Northampton  

 
Friday 14th December 

Christmas Jumper Day  

Tuesday 18th December 

Reception Christmas Production 1:45pm 

Friday 21st December 

Class Christmas Parties!  

Parent Partnership: please find below the key ways to 

share information with us. 

- Tapestry: If you have provided us with your 

email address your account will now be live. 

Please use this to share photos and 

observations of your child’s learning.  

- Family Reading: Every Friday we invite you into 

share a story with your child. This will happen 

from 8:45-9:00am and will start on the 28th 

September.  

- Drop off/Collection: We are always available to 

talk to and collection and drop off can be a 

perfect time for this. Please let a member of the 

team know if you would like to share any key 

information with us.  

 

Who are we? 

Miss S Abbotts              Deputy Headteacher 

               Reception Class Teacher 

Miss J Boxham               Student Teacher 

Miss C Pepper  Teacher (Wednesday) 

Mrs L Leatherland Higher Level Teaching 

Assistant 

Mrs J Hunt Teaching Assistant 

Miss M Miller Teaching Assistant  

Mrs J Keites PE Teacher  

Mr C Howard PE and Support Assistant 

Mrs L Diedhiou Music Teacher 

 

Key Information 

Please send your child to school with a named 

water bottle every day.  

PE will take place on Mondays, please ensure 

that children have their long hair tied back and 

earrings out on these days. PE kit should be 

named and remain in school.  

Snack money is £1 per week – this is used for 

cooking and special food based tasks (not the 

daily fruit scheme). Details of how to pay this 

will follow.  



Communication and Language 

Each day the children will gather for their fruit (snack), at this time we also 

have a ‘Talk Time’. This encourages the children to talk freely, express ideas 

and listen and take turns in conversation. The stimuli for this will change 

daily and all of the children will be encouraged to have a turn to talk.  

The children will be encouraged to put up their hands to share their ideas at 

carpet times and will be encouraged to share with the class group during 

our ‘Show and Tell’ times. – There will be a varying ‘Show and Tell’ topics, 

which you will find on our notice board. 

Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development 

As the children are settling into a new 

group, a lot of our early work will be 

based on turn taking and making new 

friends. The children will be 

encouraged to mix with new groups 

and each day will be given a different 

partner to begin the day with.  

 

What will we learn? 

  

Understanding the World 

The children will be learning about where we live, and the area that 

surrounds us. We would like to take the opportunity to talk about maps, 

site plans and The Radstone development. We may even be lucky 

enough to have some visits from the developers. We will make our own 

Estate Agents and be selling homes we have designed ourselves!  

The children will be using our iPads to take photographs of the school 

and the things that we like about it. They will also be playing simple 

games on these.  

We will also be exploring the environment and discussing seasonal 

changes. 

 

Physical Development 
 

The children will have ‘Kinetic Letters’ 
daily. This focusses on pencil control 
and letter writing. We will be working 
to ensure that all children can hold a 
pencil correctly and be developing our 
strength for writing.  

The children will have PE every 
Monday, which in addition to daily 
outdoor access will allow them to 
develop their gross motor 
movements, control and coordination.  

 

Literacy 

The children will be learning to 

confidently write their names along 

with other key words and will be 

learning how to express their ideas 

through writing.  

Phonics sessions will happen on a 

daily basis, both whole class and 

grouped. During which time the 

children will learn to say all of the 

letters of the alphabet by their sound 

and use these to read and write key 

words.  

We will be beginning our reading 

group sessions, where the children 

will all be sent home with a story to 

share with you home. This will also 

come with some key sounds and 

words. It is important that they spend 

time working on these at home as this 

will help to support their work in 

school. 

 

 

Maths 

The children are currently showing us 

their mathematical knowledge 

through a series of tasks. We will then 

be focusing on Number based work, 

which will include the children 

recognising, counting and ordering 

numbers to 20. It would be great if you 

could support them with this at home 

too! The children will also be naming 

basic 2D shapes and their properties.  

Expressive Arts and Design  

With so many display boards to fill we will 

be busy creating beautiful pictures to 

decorate our classroom and the school! The 

children will be drawing self-portraits and 

creating their art using a variety of media.  

In our Music sessions the children will be 

learning some special songs ready to sing to 

you at our Harvest Festival, as well as, 

exploring the sounds of different 

instruments and playing listening games.  

  


